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Hepatitis C: State of Medicaid Access Report Card 
 

 

Idaho          
Estimated Number of Individuals Living with Hepatitis C: 11,4001 
 
 

Grade  Summary 

A-  

 
Liver Damage (Fibrosis) Restrictions: Idaho does not impose liver damage restrictions. 
 
Sobriety Restrictions: Idaho requires that providers consider substance use disorders in adherence counseling, and 
the prior authorization form directs providers to “[p]lease consider follow up or referral for Medication-assisted 
treatment (MAT) in patients with opioid use disorder. 
 
Prescriber Restrictions: Idaho does not impose prescriber restrictions.   
 
Recommendations to Improve Patient Access: 

• Remove sobriety restrictions.   
• Maintain transparency regarding hepatitis C coverage criteria. 

 
Grade Rationale: Idaho has made significant progress in expanding access to hepatitis C treatment.  Because the state’s 
policy documents require providers to screen patients for substance use disorders, a “minus” has been added to the state’s 
A grade.   
 

 
Background 
 
As of May 2019, Idaho had 272,552 individuals enrolled in Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).2 Idaho does not 
contract with any Managed Care Organizations (MCOs)3. Currently, there are four different Fee-For-Service (FFS) program options: 
Standard, Basic, Enhanced, and Medicare-Medicaid Coordinated Plans.4 The Standard Plan provides mandatory minimum federally 
legislated benefits.5 The Basic Plan is available for low-income children and adults with eligible dependent children.6 The Enhanced Plan is 
intended for individuals with disabilities or special health needs. Prescription drugs are excluded from the Standard Plan coverage;7 
however, both the Basic and Enhanced Plans cover medications.8 For patients enrolled in the Medicaid-Medicare plan, Medicare covers 
prescription drugs by federal law. Idaho Medicaid coverage criteria and the prior authorization (PA) request form apply regardless if the 
beneficiary is Standard or Enhanced Plan. 

 
State of Medicaid Hepatitis C Treatment Access 

 
Idaho Medicaid has made vast improvements to expand hepatitis C treatment access. The state has eliminated their previous liver damage 
requirements from severe (F3 or greater)9. Idaho no longer requires a minimum level of liver damage to qualify for treatment.10  Sobriety 
requirements have also been reduced from previous six months of abstinence; Idaho now requires that providers consider substance use 
disorders in adherence counseling, and the prior authorization form directs providers to “[p]lease consider follow up or referral for 
Medication-assisted treatment (MAT) in patients with opioid use disorder.”11  Additionally, Idaho no longer imposes any prescriber 
restrictions.  Idaho’s preferred drug list includes Epclusa, Mavyret, and Vosevi as preferred and Harvoni, Sovaldi, Viekira Pak, and Zepatier 
as non-preferred.12   

 
 

Liver Damage (Fibrosis) Restrictions 
 

Idaho Medicaid does not impose liver damage restrictions.  
 
Sobriety Restrictions 

 
Idaho Medicaid requires that providers consider substance use disorders in adherence counseling, and the prior authorization form directs 
providers to “[p]lease consider follow up or referral for Medication-assisted treatment (MAT) in patients with opioid use disorder.” 
 
Prescriber Restrictions 
 
Idaho Medicaid does not impose prescriber restrictions.     
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Points of Contact for Questions & Concerns about Idaho’s State of Medicaid Hepatitis C Access  

 
Medicaid13: Lisa Hettinger, Deputy Director, Medicaid, Behavioral Health, and Managed Care Services, Department of Health and 
Welfare, State of Idaho  
450 West State Street, PTC Building, 10th Floor, Boise, ID 83705; Telephone: (208) 334‐1804; Email Address: hettingerl@dhw.idaho.gov 
 
Pharmacy & Therapeutics Committee14: Tami Eide, Pharm.D.  
3232 Elder Street, Boise, Idaho 83705; Email Address: eidet@dhw.idaho.gov  
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