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Hepatitis C: State of Medicaid Access Report Card 
 

 

New Jersey        
 

 

 

Grade Recommendations to Improve Patient Access 

A+ 
• Continue to ensure broad access to HCV treatment.  
• Continue to ensure transparency and parity across FFS and MCOs regarding HCV coverage 

criteria. 

 

State Overview 
As of August 2025, 1,749,341 individuals were enrolled in Medicaid and CHIP.1 It is estimated that as of 2016, 47,200 people were 
living with HCV in New Jersey.2 New Jersey Medicaid operates a fee-for-service (FFS) program and contracts with managed care 
organizations (MCOs). As of 2022, all beneficiaries (100 percent), are enrolled in an MCO.3 New Jersey Medicaid contracts with five 
MCOs: Aetna Better Health of New Jersey (Aetna), Fidelis Care, Horizon NJ Health (Horizon), UnitedHealthcare Community Plan 
(UHC), and Wellpoint.4 
 
New Jersey Medicaid does not use a uniform Preferred Drug List (PDL); each MCO maintains its own PDL.5 The PDLs for Aetna6, 
Horizon7, UHC8, and Wellpoint9 include Mavyret and sofosbuvir-velpatasvir. The PDL for Fidelis Care only includes sofosbuvir-
velpatasvir10.  

 

Deductions Policy 

Prior 
Authorization 

 
The New Jersey Drug Utilization Review Board removed prior authorization requirements in 2024 
for treatment-naïve patients with a confirmed hepatitis C diagnosis.11 

Fibrosis 
Restrictions 

 New Jersey Medicaid does not impose fibrosis restrictions.12 

Substance Use 
Restrictions 

 New Jersey Medicaid does not impose substance use restrictions.13 

Prescriber 
Restrictions 

 New Jersey Medicaid does not impose prescriber restrictions.14 

Retreatment 
Restrictions 

 New Jersey Medicaid does not impose retreatment restrictions.15 

Access in 
Managed Care 

 
Aetna,16 Fidelis,17 Horizon,18  UHC19 and Wellpoint,20 appear to follow the same criteria as FFS. UHC 
asks about the provider’s “specialty,” but does not appear to require a specialist to prescribe 
treatment.21 

Additional 
Restrictions 

 
The 2024 Protocol for Direct Acting Antivirals for Hepatitis C published by the NJ DURB does not 
appear to impose any additional restrictions for treatment-naïve patients. 

Total Deductions 

0 
Total Score [100-Deductions] 

100 
Grade 

A+ 
 

Contact Your State Officials 
 

Medicaid Office22: Greg Woods, Assistant Commissioner, Division of Medical Assistance and Health Services 
State of New Jersey Department of Human Services Division of Medical Assistance & Health Services, PO Box 712, Trenton, NJ 08625-
0712; Telephone: (609) 588-2600 
 
Drug Utilization Review Board (DURB)23: DURB Secretary, New Jersey DURB, Office of the Medical Director, Division of 
Medical Assistance and Health Services, Department of Human Services 
PO Box 712, Trenton, NJ 08625; Telephone: (609) 588-2739 
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Key Sources 
 
Clinical Criteria: New Jersey Drug Utilization Review Board, Protocol for Direct Acting Antivirals for Hepatitis C (updated April 
2024) 
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